Name: ________________________








Mr. Silverman - English 11

Descriptive Writing
Painting - Person, Place and Thing – With Words
Due Date – February 20, 2012
You have been working on descriptive paragraphs in class. You already have the three body paragraphs written and we will start the introduction and conclusion in class. Thus, you will have a five paragraph essay with body paragraphs made from your three descriptive compositions. Each composition should be full, detailed and double spaced. One will be about a person, one about a place, and one about a thing. Each choice should reflect a predominant feeling or idea. A person might make you feel love, comfort or fear. A playground from your youth might make you feel creative, free, or isolated. A trophy from little league might make you feel strong, brave or ashamed. You need to decide what each choice makes you feel and help the reader understand that feeling by how you describe it using all five senses.

You are already familiar with descriptive essays so remember the following:
· Organize your ideas in an outline, Inspiration or a graphic organizer.

· Show. Don’t tell. Paint the picture of what you are describing so that the reader can see it.

· Appeal to the senses – sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell

· Decide what your dominant impression is about each choice – does it represent peace? Evil? Comfort? Love? Romance? Silliness? Decide what you want the reader to know about each choice.

	
	Description of 
	Predominant Feeling – what does this person, place or thing make you feel?
	Using the five senses to describe and to relate the predominant feeling 

	1st
Descriptive Composition of a person
	Who?
	
	

	2nd Descriptive Composition of a place
	Where?
	
	

	3rd Descriptive Composition of a thing
	What?
	
	


Five Steps of the Writing Process

STEP 1:  PREWRITING – Think, Brainstorm & Organize – This includes doing your Venn diagram and outlining your essay.

STEP 2:  DRAFTING – Write, write, write (even if it’s not perfect) – Take all of the work that you’ve done in your prewriting and put it all into essay format. Your draft should be five paragraphs and ideally have even more information, quotes and ideas than you want in the final, published version of your essay. 

STEP 3:  REVISING – Make it better and clearer

· rearrange words and sentences

· take out parts that don’t fit or are repetitive

· add missing details, information and support

· read your writing aloud to hear possible mistakes

· check that it flows smoothly within each paragraph

· check that it flows smoothly from paragraph to paragraph

STEP 4:  PROOFREADING – Correct errors of sentence structure, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, word choice

STEP 5:  PUBLISHING – Submit your final draft and congratulate yourself.
Generalized IEP Goal for most 11th graders:

When given a teacher-generated topic or writing prompts from literature, you will, with appropriate assistance, follow the five steps of the writing process to produce an expository essay of an appropriate length which matches purpose, audience and context with precise language, grammar and logically structured details.

Here are the three basics of your goal:


1 – Brainstorm, Organize, Write, Revise, Publish.


2 – Follow the rules of grammar and punctuation. 


3 – Organize and order thoughts for a smooth flow of writing.

Expected School-Wide Learning Results (ESLRs)

· Write effectively for self-expression, persuasion, and for demonstration of understanding of information and research

· Demonstrate knowledge of work exploration and application processes

· Acquire a body of knowledge based on the California Framework and National Standards

Structure for the composition: 

The structure is similar to the expository writing from first semester. 

· Your topic sentence should introduce the subject about which you are writing. 
· From your brainstorm and outline pick the most interesting facts, details, or reasons to support your topic.   

· Use examples, evidence and explanation to add vivid detail and depth to your topic sentence. 

· Finish with a concluding statement which restates the topic. 

Thus, the final draft of each paragraph will give vivid life to your topic and help the reader have a sensorial understanding about your topic.
Although not every sentence in your composition will be a masterpiece sentence, remember to use your Masterpiece Sentences Guidelines.

Step 1: Prepare your canvas with a first draft sentence
Step 2: Paint your predicate

Step 3: Move the predicated painters

Step 4: Paint your subject and your nouns
Step 5: Paint all of your words

Step 6: Finishing touches

Self Evaluation Rubric for Descriptive Writing
4 = Fantastic. Is an example of the highest level of work.

3 = Great. Displays the ability to apply the skill appropriately, but not mastery.

2 = OK. Displays ability to apply skills, but errors are evident.

1 = Needs improvement. Displays significant difficulty applying skills.

NA = Not Applicable on this assignment.

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	NA

	1. Use of Prewriting Tools and Organizers
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Strong topic sentences and supporting ideas
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Appeal to the five senses
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Vivid description
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Sentence Structure
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Word Choice
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Punctuation and Grammar
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Flow and clarity
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Shows an understanding a descriptive composition
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Formatting, Presentation & Neatness
	
	
	
	
	


	CHECKLIST
	Draft

√
	Final √

	Original title, your name, class, and date


	
	

	Capitalization – proper nouns;  first words of sentences
	
	

	Read aloud at least three times and listen to someone else read it.
	
	

	Fragments – check to make sure that every sentence has a subject and a verb.
	
	

	Run-ons – check to make sure that long sentences are not run-ons. Use periods, not commas, to break up run-ons.
	
	

	Verb Tense and Agreement – check to make sure that you stay in the same verb tense and that your verb matches your subject.
	
	

	Vivid Description – appeal to the five senses
	
	

	Spelling – look out for homophones (there, their)
	
	

	Transitions – Also, In addition, Similarly, etc.
	
	

	Format – 12 point Times New Roman, double spaced, indent for each new paragraph, page number in lower right
	
	

	Final check before turning it in after having already revised and edited the essay
	
	

	Appropriate Length
	
	


	Sense Chart

Topic: _______________________
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Directions: List the details for each sense in each column.

Directions: List the details for each sense in each column.

	Sense Chart

Topic: ________Pencil________________
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	· Wood and pine and paint

· Smells like dusty libraries

· Grinding at the base of a wood cutter
	· Long

· Yellow

· As a tool

· Dull or shiny

· Bite marks of a math test
	· Bitter like wood

· Satisfying and relieves my anxiety

· Like a wooden gag to keep away the pain

· 
	· Feels thick and thin

· Sharp and pointy

· Coarse at the shaved part

· Smooth

· Soft like when you touch gum

· Pealing paint

· Feels like a small tubular stop sign
	· Cracking wood

· Scratching sound
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